EDITOR’S NOTE: Because the City’s website has not carried those minutes for the past
two years, we are relying on the following excerpt of the relevant portion of the June 6,
2005, City Council meeting provided in a comment by former Ald. Jeannie Markech dated
12.01.09 @ 11:24 AM, to our post “SomethingTo Be Thankful For,” 11.26.09.

Based on our recollection of prior reviews of the actual meeting minutes, we believe Ms.
Markech’s account to be accurate.

The highlighting, however, is PublicWatchdog’s.

Ald. Crampton felt the item regarding the Taste of Park Ridge should have been placed under the Mayor’s
report since the Mayor was making the presentation.

Mayor Frimark asked senior Alderman DiPietro to take his place as Chairman of the Council meeting.
Mayor Frimark discussed the possibility of another Taste of Park Ridge event on July 15, 16, and 17. The
Taste has been enjoyable but unfortunately unprofitable, however, many residents have said they would
like to volunteer and see the City do it again. He proposed the City sponsor the event but that it be run by
volunteers through a management committee. He presented a budget and felt that the event could be run
without a loss. He asked for approval and authority to take the $20,000 in the City budget that was
allocated to the Chamber of Commerce, and move the money to an account for the Treasurer of the
Chamber. He also asked for an additional $3,000 which was also in the budget, designated for special
events.

Ald. Parker was supportive of the idea but felt that there was more time needed to plan the event and an
event planner was needed to put it together before July 15, 2005. He was concerned about the time frame.

He asked who could coordinate the events.

The Mayor named 10 individuals.

Ald. Cox asked if the City created an Ad Hoc Committee is it then subject to the Open Meetings Act.
City Attorney Hill answered if we create the committee it is.

Ald. Crampton asked if sponsorship by the City would incur liability.

City Attorney Hill answered yes.

Mayor Frimark said it is only community volunteers coming together to run the Taste. After speaking
with Finance Director Lembesis she felt the City could sponsor it even though the work would be done by
others.

Ald. Anderson did not understand why the additional $3,000 was needed.

Mayor Frimark said the $3,000 has been designated in the budget for signature events such as this, it
could be used, and that is why he was asking for the additional money.

Ald. Bateman felt that there should be some control of the money by the City. The City should not just
give the money to the Chamber.



Mayor Frimark stated the expenditures for the event would be reviewed periodically, and a report will be
completed 30 days after the event.

Ald. Wsol asked for assurance that the total cost obligation to the City would be no more than $23,000.
He asked if there is a surplus at the end of the event does that come back to the City?

Mayor Frimark answered the total request would be no more than $23,000 and if there is a surplus of
funds, it will come back to the City.

Ald. Crampton felt any left over money should be segregated and in the future be obligated to be used for
signature event purposes.

Ald. Cox expressed his concern for a self-perpetuating fund. He questioned the Chamber running the beer
tent at the event, and asked why the revenue was not shared at that tent. He also confirmed that the beer

tent requires a temporary liquor license.

Ald. Radermacher suggested a special per item tax on beer sales to generate additional revenue at this
type of event.

Ald. Parker suggested a long-range plan and strategy for the Taste after the event. He also suggested a
formal funding plan.

The Aldermen discussed the Chamber and the sharing of profits. They questioned that if we put the event
under the City’s insurance policy, does it constitute sponsorship and financial responsibility?

Attorney Hill answered yes.

Ald. Bateman suggested that while the City might sponsor the event it was not contracting with the
vendors. The Chamber was therefore responsible for the debts.

Ald. Ryan felt it should be the City, some temporary corporation, or the Chamber. There needs to be a
real entity handling the checkbook. She said she would feel better if there was one point person
responsible.

Mayor Frimark conveyed his confidence in the volunteer committee.

City Manager Schuenke suggested a special Ad Hoc Committee be appointed at the next meeting to
oversee the revenues and expenditures. There are processes currently in place that can control the
expenses.

Ald. Anderson felt that this might take up too much staff time.

Mayor Frimark added that there are communities that fund their events 100% and they use their own
manpower.

Ald. Crampton moved the City Council release the approximate amount of $20,000 that is segregated in
the Chamber of Commerce account to support the 2005 Taste of Park Ridge.
Seconded by Ald. Bateman.

Ald. Wsol requested a friendly amendment naming who the City was releasing the money to.



Ald. Crampton accepted the friendly amendment.
Ald. Radermacher asked the Mayor if he thought he could make this event work on this budget.
Mayor Frimark answered yes.

On Roll Call Vote:

AYES: Ald. Cox, Wsol, Crampton, Machon, DiPietro, Markech, Bateman, Jones, Radermacher,
Allegretti, Anderson, Baldi, Parker, Ryan

NAYS: None

ABSENT: None

There being 14 favorable votes, the motion carried

Ald. Crampton moved that the City Council approve the expenditure of $3,000 to the 2005 Taste of Park
Ridge.
Seconded by Ald. Machon.

Ald. Wsol moved to amend the motion to indicate the words “not to exceed $3,000”.
Seconded by Ald. Anderson.

Ald. DiPietro asked for a vote in favor of the amendment.
On voice vote the motion was amended.

Ald. Bateman, Cox and Crampton said they would be voting against this and felt this extra money could
be used for another event.

Ald. Baldi suggested that the City terminate the Memorandum of Understanding with the Chamber of
Commerce. If this comes up again next year, it should be with a new entity.

On Roll Call Vote:

AYES: Ald. Ryan, Wsol, Machon, DiPietro, Radermacher, Allegretti, Baldi, Parker
NAYS: Ald. Cox, Crampton, Markech, Bateman, Jones, Anderson

ABSENT: None

There being 8 favorable votes, the motion carried

Ald. Wsol moved that should there be a positive net result of financial nature from the 2005 Taste of Park
Ridge, those funds be returned to the City of Park Ridge and not be retained by the Treasurer of the
Chamber of Commerce.

Seconded by Ald. Cox.

Ald. Ryan made the motion to reconsider the first motion of $20,000 to include that suggestion.
Seconded by Ald. Wsol.

Lloyd Godfrey 1318 Elliott, Park Ridge, IL asked if we even want this signature event in Park Ridge, and
if so, how does the City go about getting it? What is the easiest way to make it happen? He felt the City
was compounding the issue.

Ald. DiPietro asked for a voice vote to reconsider the motion.
On voice vote the motion passed.

Ald. DiPietro clarified the motion on the floor consistent with that wording “not to exceed $3,000 for the
Taste of Park Ridge 2005”.



Ald. Baldi offered an amendment to the motion adding an additional provision that within 30 days of the
conclusion of the event, the committee would provide the City Council with an accounting of income and
expense and to the extent that there are any funds remaining, the funds will be returned to the city after all
expenses are paid.

Seconded by Ald. Wsol.

Discussion continued.

Ald. Cox called the question.
On voice vote the motion passed.

Ald. DiPietro clarified that the motion before the Council is the amendment to the main motion which
was that within 30 days of the conclusion of the Taste of Park Ridge, and after all expenses have been
paid, any excess funds would be returned to the City of Park Ridge.

On voice vote the motion passed.

Ald. DiPietro asked for a vote for the motion as amended which was to contribute $3,000 to the Taste of
Park Ridge with the amendment that within 30 days of the conclusion of the accounting of expenses, any
funds that are left over would be returned to the City of Park Ridge.

On Roll Call Vote:

AYES: Ald. Wsol, Crampton, Machon, DiPietro, Radermacher, Allegretti, Baldi, Parker, Ryan, Anderson
NAYS: Ald. Markech, Bateman, Jones, Cox

ABSENT: None

There being 10 favorable votes, the motion carried

Mayor Frimark asked if the Ad Hoc committee could be covered under the insurance policy.

City Manager Schuenke answered yes.

Mayor Frimark resumed the Chair.




