QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ABOUT THE SENIOR
CENTER

Q: What has the Park District done that has caused the Senior Senate to write this
letter?

A Here are some of the trungs thal have happened aver the past year or sQ:

« The Park District stopped working cooperatively -with Senior Services. our affiliate who
maintams bank accounts for our benafik. In the pasi Taresa Grodsky and her supervisors
warked with us and Senior Services to determune our needs and make purchases o
saticfy those needs. The Park District has severed that relationship.

Park District slaff refused te sit down with members of a negatiating commitize that we sel

up ta try to work out some of our differences

« Gver our objechons. the Park District took our dues checks last year and cashed them.

We balave those checks should have been deposited in our accounts.

The Park nstrict failed despite our repeated requests to appoint a limsan from the Park

Board to hear our cancerns and help resolve aur differences.

« The Park District has decided it will sef the amount of membership dues. Singe the Senwor
Genter began 30 years ago. the Senior Senate always sel the dues and made the ruleg
about membership.

a The Park Dhstrict 15 now laking all of our dues. In the past, our dues were deposited inta
our o n aceounts held for our benefit.

« The Park District is now taking all profits from our fundraisers {like the Variety Show and

the Steak Fry). In the past. these amounts were akvays given [0 Senior Services 10 be

spent in accardance with our wishes.

The Park District balieves it is entiled to any bequest to the Senier Center. In tha past.

bequasts to the Semor Center from members who passed away were always deposited

Inka our accounts maintained by Senar Services.

» Senior Services (which has furmeled approximately 52,000,000 to the Park Disirict over

the yearsi and the Senior Senate (which is the elected governing body of the Senior

Center} are now forced to pay to hold ther private meelings in the 100 5. Western

building or any Park Dislrict bulding.

Park District siatf tned to stop us from cenducting cur Seniar Senate meeting, tred to

declare some of aur pnor meetings invalid, and threatened (o make ug [eave the building if

we continued.

+ The Park District took over the production of aur Newsletter, refused to et us have input
into repaming it. and na longer seeks input about what we wauld like included: also the
Park District refused to make the Senior Center membership list available to the Senate.

»*

«

(o) But those things aren’t really affecting me. Why should we move? Everything
is going alony flne.

& Things have changed at the Senior Center, aven If you haven' notced 1t yel. The
main change is that members no lenger have real rights to control what happens at the
building. Here are a fews hypotheticals: The Park District could decide to rent the buildng to
another group on Fridays This would dislocate all the Friday aclivittes. and members waukd
have to accept thal change. In the past. under the contract. that cauld not happen-- senior
center activities were guarantead during certain tmes at the bundng. The Park Distriet
could atso decide thal ® no lenger would allny nan-rasidents to become members  In the
past. it was the Senior Senate which made those membership rules.  The Park District can
also raise dues as much as 1t would like. and the Senior Senate would have no input into
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that. In the past it was the Senate that had fo vole on any increase in dues before it could
go into effect.

Gl Is it really possikle to “start over' somewhere else? It seems [ike toe much te
have to take on.

A With our dues and fundraisers, alpng with gur current assets, we believe moving [Q
anather |ocation is doakle. | we were to move. we would bring all of the items which we
own that are currently in the 100 5. Western building-- and we awn a 1o, We hape 1o abtain
the services of people with lots of experience working at the Senior Center in the past to get
the new center up and running. and would try 1o have them assist with the gngomng
managenment of the center. In looking for an alternative location, e will do our best to find
space that is reasonably priced with adeguate space for our main functions. is 2asy 0
access and has adequate parking. It won't be everything we have nos, but it would be our
own.

The items awned by us in the bulding include: the Baby Grand Piano. the Ceramic Kilh, two
Pool Tables and aceessories, tvo big screen TV Sets, four ping pong lables. all equipment
in the kitchen other than the major appliances. projecter and laptop computer used for
eomputer clubtyo digital pianos. banquet tables, library furniture, books and shelving, and
TV i library. sound system. microephones. and music stands. all folding chairz used for
avents (approx.180) all tables(? card tables. 12 banquel tables) and chairs (30) m the
‘Drop-In” area al the center. game tables. and all lobby furniture.

Q: What if | want to keep attending events and activities at 100 5. Westera, but|
alse want you to logk into a new |location?

Al [ you pay your dues (his year te the Park Dhstrict. you will become a member of the
“Park Ridge Park Distriet Semor Center which is completely under the control of the Park
District.  We ancourage you to pay those dues if you wish to continue to attend events and
activities being held in the building-- and e think you have a right to participate in those
activities. You ¢an still ask us to find a new location. and if we do. you ¢an paricipate at
both locations if you like. You would have the choice to be a member in ohe or both of the
sanior centers-- one run by the Park District and one run by the Senior Senate and you.
Also, if we open a Senior Center at another location. you could still participate in events
sponsored by the Park Distrrct as a non-member. Many nan-members presently participate
in these activities.

Q. What is the Kemnitz Lawsulit?

A In 2008, lengtme Senor Center member Betly Kemmiz passed away.  In her will,
she |eft 40% of her estate to the Park Ridge Senior Center. Over the years. many people
have left money ta the Senipr Center upon therr death  The Kemnilz bequest was a large
one-- approgimately $330.000-- but it was not the largest one tha Senior Center has
received over the years, Betty's bequest. like all of the bequests to the Senior Center aver
the years, was deposited into the Senior Services. Inc.’s account. Almost two years later.
the Park District claimed that it -- nel our organization-- was entitled to Betty's bequest. and
requested that the money be turned over to it. Both Senior Services and Semor Center said
ne. and a lawsuit ensued. Senior Services and the Senior Senate have been forced Lo
retain an attorney to defend against the Park District's claim, and that lawsuit is currentiy
pending before Judge Fiynn in the Circuit Court of Cook County. The Park Distnct recently
submitted a setlement offer in the Kemnitz matter. The terms of that ssttlement are
unacceptable to both the Senior Senate and Senior Services because it involves allowing all
of the money to and up invested in Park District-cwned proparty.  We are working on a
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counteroffer. however.  In the event we cannct reach a setttement agreement that is
acceptable to us. we are prepared to try the case on the merits. We do not believe the Park
District 18 entitlled to any of Betly Kemnit2's money

o How did the Senlor Center get started?

A The Park Ridge Semar Center was formed almost 31 years ago by former Mayor
fMarty Butler and othar community leaders from local churches, businesses and
organizations. Thase leaders recognized a nead for ane community-wide organization to
provide a place for seniors to gather and call their own.  Until then, semor activities were
held in a variety of locations and sponsaored by a variety of organizations. After more than a
year of planning meetings. thege leaders established the Park Ridge Genigr Center, The
gaverning body of the Semor Center was designated the Senor Senate.” and the Senate's
job was to establish policy, and determine facility usage and programming for the Senior
Center. Thea building at 100 8. Wastern Avenue was owned by the Park District, who made
it available to the Senior Center. Teresa Grodsky was already employed by the Park District
at the time the Senior Center wvas established and was brought aver to help run the Senior
Center.

It is important to note that while the Park District provided the location fer the Senior Center,
and staff 1o help with programming and activities, the Park Disinet did not create the Seniar
Center. nor did it have any authenty over the Senicr Senate. The Park Ridge Senior Center
always was and still is an independent crganization, separate frem the Park District.

Q: | keep hearing about “Senior Services." YWhat s that?

A Senior Services, Inc. or "SSI is a not-for-profit argamzation that was created in 1980
o help provide funding and suppart for the Senior Center $S1 helped rase the funds that
were needed to suppert the senior center initially. and then managed the meoney that came
in to the Senior Center. The money that came to 881 came from a number of sources: from
your dues. from the City of Park Ridge and other governmental hodies. from fundraisers.
from gifts and danations. and fram Bequests to the Semor Center from deceased members.
Owver the years, approximately $2.004.000 were paid out by 881 to make payments under
the contract and pay for capital and non-capital improvemeants in the building. This includes
about $800.000 which was spent on helping to double the size of the building and adding
the stage, installation of air conditioning. renavation of the library. furniture. pool and ping
peng tables, musical and sound equiprment. televisions, ¢ard tables and chars. kilchen
appliances. and much more.  About $1.200,000 was paid over to the Park District to offset
costs of running the building and staff costs. The current Board members of S8l are Carla
Qwen. Dick Roberts. Sandee Main. Miles Valles. $tephan Blandin. Barb Ingolia. Rudy Keil.
Jim Lange. Roger Loefller. rean Rendina and Chester Rychlewski,

G Whao are the members of the Senlar Senate?

AL The current members of the Senior Senate. in addition to the officers. are:
Jan Fallice Roger Loeffler
Ed Fennelly Herbh Lorenz
Joe Fetsch Mac McLendon
Tom Heffernan Klillie O'Bnen
Bill Irvine Barb Swestman
Julia Kaucich Miles Valles
Cathy Lanahan
Pat Limpir
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